
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



RECENT DISCUSSION OF UNIVERSITY 
QUESTIONS 

[It is proposed to reprint in the Bulletin, from time to time, selections from 
current articles, ofl&cial reports, or other publications, which deal with educational 
or professional matters likely to be of especial interest to members of the Associa- 
tion.] 

THE DEMOBILIZED PROFESSORS 

It is possible that not all of the members of the Association 
regularly read The Atlantic Monthly, It seems worth while, there- 
fore, to reprint the following passage from an article in the April 
Atlantic, notable both by its humor and by its educational philoso- 
phy, on "The Demobilized Professor/' by "One of Them'': 

"Certain it is that the pedant during the past year has not been 
the professor. There have been professional soldiers, and even 
professional business men, who have made the mistake of thinking 
that they already knew enough to enable them to cope with this war. 
But not so the professor. Although he has had no chance to practise 
his former occupation of pouring knowledge into empty upturned 
minds, he has found another job that is fortunately not less familiar 
to him. This is the job of solving new problems. 

"The war proved to be a perpetual round of new problems for 
which no existing precedent or remedy, and no existing habits or 
stores of erudition, nor any degree of acquired skill, sufficed. This 
war has been in a sense an amateur's war. It has called for two or 
three fundamental quaUties. First, determination, or faith — the 
quaUty that enables a man to stick to his job with a naive belief in 
the attainability of the impossible. Second, readiness, adaptability, 
and the power quickly to absorb and profit by experience — a naked 
and uncorrupted power of mind that is not surprised or confused by 
the novelty or magnitude of unprecedented difficulties. The 
professor was reputed to be fossiUzed; but he has turned out to be 
almost embryonic in his modifiability and capacity for growth. 
He was reputed to be learned, and much to everyone's surprise he 
has turned out to be intelligent. The third of these basic qualities 
is capacity for work. Here the professor's old habits served him in 
good stead. Overtime (formerly known as ^midnight oil') was an 
old story to him — he may be said to have discovered it. When 
Washington adopted the fourteen-hour day, he felt thoroughly 
normal when many an athletic line officer showed dark streaks under 
his eyes. ... 

"I am far from wishing to claim that the professor possessed a 
monopoly of these three elemental qualities. It is sufficfently 
startUng that he should have possessed them at all. But such is the 
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case. In a time when most of the big things were done by main 
strength, the professor was among both the many called and the 
few chosen. 

*'And now what is to be done with these embattled professors? 
It is a pity that, before being discharged, the Association of Uni- 
versity Professors cannot march down Fifth Avenue in full battle- 
array, headed by its own band, protected by its own airplanes 
soaring overhead, and by its own artillery and tanks. There should 
be floats bearing the trophies, the death-dealing gases and explosives, 
the life-saving surgical and medicinal devices, the new offensive and 
defensive engines of war, which have sprung from the professor's 
inventive brain. And there should be battalions of War- Workers 
bearing transparencies and pennants with such legends as, — 

National Research Council 

We Revolutionized the Art of War 

Planning and Statistical Section 

We Regulated International Trade 

Labor Policies Board 

We Conciliated Labor 

Special Assistants to the Secretary of War 

We did all the Inside Work of the War Department 

Historical Branch of the War College 

We Did It and Now WeWe Going to Write It Up 

Committee on the Classification of Personnel 

We Sorted out Three Million Soldiers and put Every Man in His Place 

Committee on Education and Special Training 
We Mobilized Six Hundred (600) Schools and Colleges with ISOfiOO 

Students 

'^To make such a pageant complete, the college presidents should 
line the curb to applaud the returning heroes. . . . 

''So it is not easy to predict what will happen when the academic 
family once more reassembles about the presidential fireside. It 
is supposed that the returned soldier will have an enlivened sense 
of his power and rights, and that he will not readily acquiesce in old 
usages or yield to the spell of old authorities. Perhaps this will be 
the case with the returned professors. At any rate, there will be 
in each institution a considerably larger proportion of men of afiFairs 
than formerly. There may be changes in prestige, in weight, in 
competence, that will convert undivided control into parUamentary 
government, or even into a council of soldiers' and workmen's 
delegates.'' 



